
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



No. I.] REVIEWS. l8l 

Esame storico-critico di Economisti e Dottrine Economiche del 
Secolo XVIII e prima meta del XIX. Raccolta delle Prefazione 
dettati dal Professore Francesco Ferrara alia i* e 2* serie della 
Biblioteca degli Economisti. Torino, Unione Tipographico, 1889- 
1890. — 3 vols, large 8vo, vi, 692, 717, 667 pp. 

Italy has long had what other countries, and especially the English- 
speaking nations, have wofully lacked — an extensive and admirable set 
of translations of the most important economic works of foreign authors. 
The twenty-six volumes of the first and second series of this " Library 
of Economists" contain the chief English, French and German pro- 
ductions down to the middle of this century. The prefaces of the 
learned editor, Professor Ferrara, attracted great attention at the time 
of their first appearance, and they have now been reprinted so as to be 
accessible to those who do not care to purchase the translations them- 
selves. The editor of the later volumes of the third series has brought 
them down to date. These prefaces contain not alone full biographical 
and bibliographical accounts, but also acute and sometimes exhaustive 
criticisms of the author under discussion. Re-united in this shape, they 
form what is virtually a critical history of economic theory. The first two 
of the bulky volumes which have already appeared deal with the Physi- 
ocrats, Adam Smith, the early Italian economists, Storch, Lauderdale, 
Malthus, Senior, Bentham, the two Mills, Sismondi, Say, Destutt de Tracy, 
Chalmers, Rossi, Chevalier, Peshine Smith, Ricardo, Bastiat, McCulloch 
and Carey. Professor Ferrara is a judicious eclectic, and surprisingly 
free from the bias in favor of his countrymen which we occasionally find 
in Italian authors. Compare e.g. the brave words (I, 366) on the Italian 
economists of the eighteenth century. The only fault that I can find 
with his work is the leniency and even exaggerated enthusiasm shown 
for the views of Carey. But even Ferrara was not able to digest his 
arguments for protection. 

The third volume contains disquisitions, historical and theoretical, on 
the chief topics of economic science. Among them are agriculture and 
the division of labor, theory of prices, theory of crises, money and its 
substitutes, and credit. All these questions are treated mainly from the 
standpoint of the history of economic theory. A fourth volume is to 
complete the investigation. 

Although many of the chapters were written several decades ago, the 
student of the history of economic theory will have to reckon with Fer- 
rara's volumes. In many respects they present points of view which 
have been almost entirely neglected in the recognized histories of the 
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